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                                                               Free for release on 16 November 2004 at 3.15 pm 


INNOFINLAND 2004: Creativity and SMEs − Intellectual Property and Innovation in the Promotion of Wellbeing

INNOFINLAND Prizes of the President of the Republic 2004

The national INNOFINLAND Prizes of the President of the Republic 2004 will be awarded for the 11th time at the main awards ceremony in the INNOHOUSE of the National Board of Patents and Registration of Finland on the National Innovation Day on 16 November 2004. 

INNOFINLAND 2004 received 171 entries and they covered 35 different fields of operation. The three most popular among them were information and communication technology (13%), wood processing (12%) and health and exercise (12%). Uusimaa, Southern Karelia and Kainuu were the most active provinces in looking for nominees. Considering the number of inhabitants, the largest number of entries came from Kainuu. 

Five equal national INNOFINLAND Prizes of the President of the Republic and one honourable mention will be presented. The prizewinners will receive an INNOFINLAND statuette and an honorary diploma. 

President of the Republic Tarja Halonen together with the Chairman of the INNOFINLAND Jury, President of NBPR Martti Enäjärvi and the Chairman of the INNOFINLAND Working Committee, Executive Director Juha Jutila present the national INNOFINLAND Prize 2004 to the following businesses:

· Firstbeat Technologies Oy, Jyväskylä: Heart Beat Analysis Technology

· Jaspicom Oy, Hämeenlinna: Smart Seat - A Swivel Front Seat For Cars

· Nexstim Oy, Helsinki: Navigated Brain Stimulation

· Rosette Systems Oy, Vihti: Production of Building Modules and Trusses of Light Gauge Steel by CAD-Controlled Automated Process

· Startex Oy, Hollola: Start Grip Tape for Cross-Country Skiing

The honourable mention goes to

· Soputuote Ky, Rovaniemi: SOPU Folding Food Dryer 

The Jury considered Soile Puljula’s invention, that was created for everyday needs and resulted in a family business, to be worth an honourable mention. 

Purpose and Background Organisations of INNOFINLAND 

The purpose of the INNOFINLAND Project is to promote creativity, skill and entrepreneurial spirit in Finland in a practical and creative way in order to improve opportunities to increase well-being nationally. 

INNOFINLAND was established in 1994. President of the Republic acts as patron of the project. The national INNOFINLAND Prizes are awarded, both regionally and nationally, each year as an acknowledgement of and encouragement for innovative entrepreneurship. The prize can be awarded to businesses, organisations or persons whose ideas, inventions or innovations significantly have promoted creativity, entrepreneurship, co-operation and employment in Finland.

The organisers of INNOFINLAND consist of a wide range of influential bodies in Finnish business life: Confederation of Finnish Industries, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Foundation for Finnish Inventions, Central Chamber of Commerce of Finland, National Board of Patents and Registration of Finland, Finnish National Fund for Research and Development (Sitra), Jobs & Society in Finland, Federation of Finnish Enterprises, National Technology Agency of Finland (Tekes), Employment and Economic Development Centres (T&E Centres), Ministry of Labour, Finnish Regional Councils, educational establishments and other organisations supporting innovative activities. 

INNOINT and INNOSCHOOL

In addition to the INNOFINLAND Prizes, the National Innovation Day ceremony on 16 November 2004 includes the presentation of the annual prizes in the INNOINT Invention Contest for Conscripts and the INNOSCHOOL Innovation Event for school pupils. 

Further details on the prizewinners are available from

· enclosed texts and the INNOFINLAND website at www.innosuomi.fi  

· Chairman of the INNOFINLAND Working Committee, Mr Juha Jutila, tel. +358 (0)20 737 3007, e-mail: juha.jutila@keksintosaatio.fi 

· INNOFINLAND Project Manager, Mr Sami Sundström, tel. +358 (0)9 6939 5308, mob +358 (0)40 772 1733, e-mail: sami.sundstrom@prh.fi

· INNOFINLAND Project Secretary, Ms Leena Puolimatka, tel. +358 (0)9 6939 5239, mob +358 (0)40 546 0125, e-mail: leena.puolimatka@prh.fi 

NATIONAL INNOFINLAND PRIZE 2004

FIRSTBEAT TECHNOLOGIES OY, JYVÄSKYLÄ

Heart Beat Analysis Technology

Firstbeat Technologies Oy has developed a revolutionary heart beat analysis technology. By analysing measured intervals between heart beats, the company can produce exact and comprehensive data concerning human body functions and how the manner of living affects health. The technology provides precise information on how exercise affects the body. It also supports weight management and identifies work load, recovery and health-threatening stress.
The basis for the innovation is to identify traces left by body functions in the heart beat, after which it is possible to simulate a digital model of the measured person’s body functions. The technology can be used in various ways in devices measuring users. Suunto t6 wrist computers are the first consumer products using this technology.
The company’s software to analyse well-being facilitates the choosing of right manners of living in exercise and weight and stress management. In preventive health care, the method enables effective service models that pay attention to individuals. The analysis of how the manner of living affects health is suitable for programmes furthering well-being at work for establishing the initial situation and determining the effects of steps taken. When health hazards related to the manner of living are discovered at an early stage, it is possible, by taking the right steps, to avoid working ability being reduced later on.
Firstbeat Technologies Oy was established in 2002 and has a staff of 14. The company’s target is to make its analysis technology widely used.
Firstbeat Technologies Oy

CEO Joni Kettunen

Rautpohjankatu 6, FI-40700 Jyväskylä

Phone +358 (0)50 3240 889, +358 (0)14 213 354, fax +358 (0)14 260 3171

joni.kettunen@firstbeattechnologies.com • www.firstbeattechnologies.com

NATIONAL INNOFINLAND PRIZE 2004

JASPICOM OY, HÄMEENLINNA
Smart Seat - A Swivel Front Seat For Cars

The smart seat is a passenger car seat that swivels the person sitting on the front bench. When the seat swivels around, it is easy to step on or off the car. For an aged driver, for example, the seat is an excellent aid. The smart seat is not a new, exchangeable set, but a device which can be installed in the front seat. The device also affects the adjustment of the height level of the seat. Thanks to that, the person sitting in the car gets more footwell room and more space for the swivelling operation. The swivelling smart seat is controlled by a simple remote control.

The seat is turned into a swivelling one by a patented element which forms an entity with the seat’s height adjustment system. The smartness of the seat comes from the control electronics: smart electronics guide smart mechanics. The seat is electronically programmed to operate using the course that is optimal for the user. The mechanics of the seat is unique. There is no other device with a corresponding standard of integration in the market. The equipment is of modular construction, which allows the installation of the same device in the most common car models.

The smart seat has improved as product development has progressed on the basis of experiences the customers have gained of using it, and they have now given it a good reception.

Jaspicom Oy was established in 1995 and it specialises in developing accessories which drivers with limited mobility need while driving. Jaspicom designs accessories for cars, has them made and markets them. In making the products, they use newest precision technology. Jaspicom operates in the Hämeenlinna Region Technology Centre Oy in Hämeenlinna.

Jaspicom Oy
Managing Director Pertti Niemi

Visamäentie 33

FI-13100 Hämeenlinna

Phone +358 (0)3 621 5265, fax +358 (0)3 621 5264

info@jaspicom.com • www.jaspicom.com

NATIONAL INNOFINLAND PRIZE 2004

NEXSTIM OY, HELSINKI

Touching the Brain: a Revolutionary Brain Research Method Developed in Finland

Brain disorders cause not only human suffering but also a large economic burden to the society
. Even when a diagnosis can be made, it often remains uncertain how much the disease has affected the functionality of the brain and how much medication or therapy will be able to improve the patient’s ability to cope with the requirements of everyday life. Psychological or motor tests are useful, but they provide only indirect information on cerebral disorders or the process of recovery.

Nexstim Ltd, for its part, is bringing relief to this situation: the company has developed equipment that allows one to measure the functionality and health status of the central nervous system. The new method is called Navigated Brain Stimulation or NBS. The cerebral cortex can be “palpated” by delivering light magnetic knocks to it and by measuring the reactions in the brain and elsewhere. Based on how the reactions spread, one can deduce whether the nerve signals propagate in a normal way from the stimulated site to other areas.

With the help of the TULI
 Project of Tekes, Nexstim was founded in 2000 to commercialize ideas and inventions that had been made in projects sponsored by Tekes and the Foundation for Finnish Inventions at the BioMag Laboratory of the Helsinki University Central Hospital. BioMag belongs to the Helsinki Brain Research Center, which combines wide expertise from the University of Helsinki, the Helsinki University of Technology, and the hospital. The high level of brain research and medical technology in Finland as well as the understanding and encouragement of financial sponsors made it possible that the inventions were made and the innovation was realized here and nowhere else. The main source of capital and the principal owner of Nexstim is Sitra.

Magnetic brain stimulation was introduced in England already in 1985, but only the precise targeting of the pulses and the possibility to measure the brain’s reactions have made it an effective tool to measure the state of the cortex. So far, Nexstim is the only company in the world capable of doing this although newcomers to the field are to be expected as new diagnostic and therapeutic applications keep appearing. The company is ready for competition with its 10 patents and patent applications in different countries.

NBS can be used as a tool to diagnose diseases and injuries of the nervous system as well as to test the efficacy of pharmaceuticals and therapies. Because NBS allows one to measure the functional state of neurons and their connections (providing an individual health profile), it opens a completely new dimension in studies of the nervous system. NBS is also able to detect such changes in the nervous system that are not visible in structural images.

Nexstim’s customers include hospitals and brain research centers. The first installations have been made in the United States, Japan, and Europe. The company predicts its revenue in 2004 to approach 2 million euros and the market is expected to grow rapidly in the next few years. The company has 14 employees and provides work for several subcontractors as well.

Nexstim Oy

Managing Director Risto Ilmoniemi

Elimäenkatu 22 B, FI-00510 Helsinki

Phone +358 (0)9 2727 1715, fax +358 (0)9 2727 1717

www.nexstim.com (( risto.ilmoniemi@nexstim.com
NATIONAL INNOFINLAND PRIZE 2004

ROSETTE SYSTEMS OY, VIHTI

Production of Building Modules and Trusses of Light Gauge Steel by CAD-Controlled Automated Process
By Rosette Technology three workers can produce from steel band 100 different trusses or wall modules automatically during one working day. As raw material is used steel band, in which details are machined directly controlled by computer, including a joint patented by Rosette which is pressed with numerically controlled tools into a construction joint.

The innovation is based on a manufacturing process developed by M.Sc. (Eng.) Kimmo Sahramaa and on his idea how to automatically connect light gauge steel, without any separate elements.

The progress made in Rosette’s designing programs enables direct communication with and visualisation of products to the final customer, and further the automatic transfer of the information to the machines. Direct connection from the customer’s wishes to the manufacturing machine has now materialised also in the construction industry. Exact measurements of wall panels and trusses make it possible to efficiently erect the whole frame on the job site, because the product has been designed till the last detail.

Rosette technology is used in building frames and trusses of single-family houses, frames of multi-storey houses up to the 6th or 6th floor, as well as frames of business buildings and metal halls. The most common raw material is 1-2 mm thick galvanised steel. Constructions may also be made of coated or stainless steel.

The production lines of Rosette Systems products are made by the Finnish cooperation partners. Sales and marketing take place through Rosette’s own, world-wide sales network. Lines have been sold to North and South America and most recently to Turkey. Besides entire processes, Rosette sells technology licences to the lines and keeps its licence customers’ know-how updated. Rosette participates, for example, in the EU-financed Seismic project, which investigates the durability of thin steel constructions in seismic conditions where steel has already become known as a safe building material.

Rosette Systems Oy

Partner Kimmo Sahramaa

Vihdintie 32

FI-03100 Nummela

Phone +358 (0)9 224 27017, fax +358 (0)9 224 27050

kimmo.sahramaa@rosettesystems.com (  www.rosettesystems.com
NATIONAL INNOFINLAND PRIZE 2004

STARTEX OY, HOLLOLA

Start Grip Tape for Cross-Country Skiing

The new Start Grip Tape solves the waxing problems in classic style skiing. Compared to traditional grip waxes, the grip tape is clean, handy and easy to install. No heating or special tools are needed. Consumers have for years waited for this product. The prize-winning Start Grip Tape is a new way to obtain the right grip, which lasts up to 250 km.
The product development and innovation process were demanding. The company has, without a doubt, broken with tradition by developing this new grip tape. The innovation itself and the manner to approach waxing from a completely new angle formed the most essential part in the process. As a part of the product development process, the company has developed new production machinery and methods. They have also built a new network of subcontractors. The company certainly had to convince its subcontractors of the profitability of the product and its commercial success.
Startex Oy has applied for an international patent for the grip tape and the first decisions they received from the authorities have been approving. The manufacturer is expecting a positive decision, which helps them to dominate the new era of grip waxing and to lead the way in their field. The company’s new innovation forms a significant part in their production and can already be seen as an increase in business.
Startex Oy was founded in 1981 and is a Finnish company manufacturing Start ski waxes and accessories. Start is the market leader in Finland and the second largest manufacturer of waxes for cross-country skiing. During the last two years, the company’s turnover has increased by more than 50 per cent each year. At the same time, the number of employees has more than doubled. The premises have also been expanded, most recently in the summer of 2004.
Startex Oy
Managing Director Jukka Järvinen

Keskikankaantie 30

FI-15860 Hollola

Phone +358 (0)3 872410, fax +358 (0)3 8724141

jukka.järvinen@startex.fi ( www.startskiwax.com

NATIONAL INNOFINLAND HONOURABLE MENTION 2004

SOPUTUOTE KY, ROVANIEMI

SOPU® Folding Food Dryer
The new type of folding SOPU food dryer is made from environmentally friendly material and provides dried raw materials and foods that are ready for instant use in cooking.
The dryer is made from PP plastic, an environmentally safe material. The dryer and its package weighs only about 3 kilograms and its machine washable drying trays can be bent into a chute to make sorting easier. The package can also be used for storage, transport or deliveries. Because of its material, the product is easy to keep clean and hygienic whether you are drying food or, for example, fungi to dye yarn or textiles.
The device is designed for households but can also be used by professional pickers, village communities and organisations, educational establishments and others in the field of natural products.
By using the SOPU food dryer, you can dry fungi, berries, herbs, plants, roots, fruits and food for expeditions. Nearly all natural raw materials can be dried, not forgetting meat or fish. During the drying process, only water is evaporated and no additives or preservatives are needed in storing. Stored, dried food only takes little space and is light to carry. By using the dryer, you can also make better use of seasonal products and special offers. End products are stored in bags or boxes intended for food stuffs. It is easy to prepare a meal of dried food by only adding water before cooking. The folding SOPU drier is easy to store.
Soputuote Ky manufactures food dryers in Rovaniemi. In addition, the company offers courses concerning fungi, berries and herbs for pickers and others interested in making use of natural products. The company also provides R&D for small businesses. SOPU is a registered trademark.
Soile Puljula / Soputuote Ky

Vanha-Paavalniementie 5

FI-96400  ROVANIEMI

Phone +358 (0)400 748 817

Fax +358 (0)16 341 2349

spuljula@luukku.com • www.soputuote.fi
� The global annual cost of brain diseases exceeds 1000 billion € (550 billion USD in the U.S. alone, see http://web.sfn.org/baw/pdf/brainfacts.pdf, The Society for Neuroscience)


� TULI = Tutkimuksesta liiketomintaa (From Research to Business)





