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PRESS RELEASE


Free for release on 29 November at 1.45 pm

INNOFINLAND 2005: Creativity as developer of work and entrepreneurship
INNOFINLAND Prizes of the President of the Republic 2005
The national INNOFINLAND Prizes of the President of the Republic 2005 were awarded for the 12th time at the main awards ceremony in the INNOHOUSE of the National Board of Patents and Registration of Finland on the National Innovation Day on 29 November 2005. 
Five equal national INNOFINLAND Prizes of the President of the Republic and three honourable mentions were presented. The prizewinners received an INNOFINLAND statuette and an honorary diploma. 

The theme for 2005 was ‘Creativity as developer of work and entrepreneurship’ which has make known good practices and examples of companies where creativity is appreciated and considered as a condition for the success of the company. At the same time, the innovations and opportunities in the service sector were highlighted. 
INNOFINLAND 2005 received 195 entries from all provinces, from Åland to Lapland. The provinces of Satakunta, South Karelia, Kymenlaakso and Åland were particularly active participants. 
President of the Republic Tarja Halonen together with the Chairman of the INNOFINLAND Jury, President of the NBPR Martti Enäjärvi and the Chairman of the INNOFINLAND Working Committee, Executive Director Juha Jutila presented the national INNOFINLAND Prize 2005 to the following businesses:
· Biologistiikka Oy, Pello: Method for the recovery of wood chips
· Granula Oy, Kotka: Safer sunscreen by special dispersions
· Leakomatic Ab, Mariehamn: Intelligent water leak alarm
· SoftColor Oy, Joensuu: Real-time colour correction for digital photography
· Sparklike Oy, Helsinki: Argon measuring device for insulation glazing
The honourable mentions went to
· Globe Hope Oy, Nummela:  Fashion by using recyclable materials
· Metehe Oy, Joutseno: MTH Concertto – Steel facade system
· Timoteos Oy, Pori: Standing frame 'Sopiva'
Purpose and background organisations of INNOFINLAND
The purpose of the INNOFINLAND Project is to promote creativity, skill and entrepreneurial spirit in Finland in a practical and creative way in order to improve opportunities to increase well-being nationally. 

INNOFINLAND was established in 1994. President of the Republic acts as patron of the project. The national INNOFINLAND Prizes are awarded, both regionally and nationally, each year as an acknowledgement of and encouragement for innovative entrepreneurship. The prize can be awarded to businesses, organisations or persons whose ideas, inventions or innovations significantly have promoted creativity, entrepreneurship, co-operation and employment in Finland.

The organisers of INNOFINLAND consist of a wide range of influential bodies in Finnish business life: Confederation of Finnish Industries, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Foundation for Finnish Inventions, Central Chamber of Commerce of Finland, National Board of Patents and Registration of Finland, Finnish National Fund for Research and Development (Sitra), Jobs & Society in Finland, Federation of Finnish Enterprises, National Technology Agency of Finland (Tekes), Employment and Economic Development Centres (T&E Centres), Ministry of Labour, Finnish Regional Councils, educational establishments and other organisations supporting innovative activities. 

INNOINT and INNOSCHOOL
In addition to the INNOFINLAND Prizes, the National Innovation Day ceremony on 29 November 2005 includes the presentation of the annual prizes in the INNOINT Invention Contest for Conscripts and the INNOSCHOOL Innovation Event for school pupils.

Further details of the prizewinners are available from

· enclosed texts and the INNOFINLAND website at www.innosuomi.fi 

· Chairman of the INNOFINLAND Working Committee, Mr Juha Jutila, tel. +358 (0)20 737 3007, e-mail: juha.jutila@keksintosaatio.fi

· NNOFINLAND Project Manager, Mr Timo Suokas, tel. +358 (0)9 6939 5308, mob +358 (0)40 772 1733, e-mail: timo.suokas@prh.fi 

· INNOFINLAND Project Secretary, Ms Leena Puolimatka, tel. +358 (0)9 6939 5239, mob +358 (0)40 546 0125, e-mail: leena.puolimatka@prh.fi 

NATIONAL INNOFINLAND PRIZE 2005

(INNOFINLAND statuette and honorary diploma)

Biologistiikka Oy, Pello

System for the recovery of wood chips

Sakari Kulju, Managing Director of Biologistiikka Oy in Pello, has developed a wood chip gathering machine and method called Valmet 801 Combi BioEnergy. This new solution almost triples the current production figures for the harvesting in young forests. This innovation and the product developed from it are very topical. Since there are no rational methods, unfinished care and cutting operations in young forests are on the point of becoming a problem in Finland, Sweden and many other European countries. In the EU, the trading of carbon dioxide emissions is taking place at a much higher price level than expected. Therefore, wood chips, as a carbon-neutral source of energy, will become a sought-after fuel. In particular in Finland, peat is vital in the local production of heat and electricity, but, for many reasons, must be replaced by fresh wood chips. In brief, there are an enormous amount of cutting areas of young forests suitable for this method and an unlimited market for fresh wood chips in the field of energy production. 
The Valmet 801 Combi BioEnergy machine thins a forest with a reach of 11 metres, gathers several trees into a load and moves them in an upright position from the forest to a chipper that chips the trunks and pushes the chips with an airflow to a tank in the rear of the machine. From there, the chips are moved to a forwarder as soon as the tank is full. The journey from the forest to the power plant begins. The same day, the harvested energy wood produces clean heat and electricity. 

Besides cutting energy wood, the machine also produces traditional wood grades like a normal harvester. Thereby, the wood grades gathered from a stand marked for cutting can be directed to the sawmill, fibre or energy industry.  

So far, Biologistiikka Oy has invested in one Valmet 801 BioEnergy harvesting chain with which the company recovers wood chips in the Rovaniemi region in co-operation with Suosiola power plant of Rovaniemi Energy Ltd and with the Bioenergy Project of the Forestry Centre of Lapland. In this connection, Sakari Kulju has also taken part in the drawing up of a new energy contracting concept which is based on the entrepreneur’s sovereign activity between the forest owner and the power plant receiving the wood chips. From now on, Biologistiikka Oy will concentrate on harvesting bioenergy but will also continue to test new machine and harvesting concepts and to improve the Valmet 801 Combi BioEnergy machine. The productised harvesting method gives new opportunities to directly expand the chipping method to cover other harvesting than that of energy wood. In the next two years, Sakari Kulju will concentrate on solving this matter.    

Biologistiikka Oy, Museotie 8, FI-95700 Pello

Managing Director Sakari Kulju 

Tel. +358 (0)400 543111 

biologistiikka@biologistiikka.fi 

www.biologistiikka.fi

NATIONAL INNOFINLAND PRIZE 2005

(INNOFINLAND statuette and honorary diploma)

Oy Granula Ab, Kotka

Safer sunscreen by special dispersions

Oy Granula Ab is a business that specialises in new sunscreen technology. The company manufactures and develops for the cosmetics industry custom-made GranLux® intermediate products that give protection against the sun UV radiation.

The innovation is based on the use of particle filters in sunscreen and skin care products as the element protecting from UV radiation. Examples of this kind of filters include nano-crystalline titanium dioxide and zinc oxide.

In the method patented in 1993 these difficult-to-use materials are brought into an easy-to-use intermediate form. The method was developed by Ph.D. Thomas Ahlnäs.

Unlike in the conventional sunscreen technology, the effect of the particle UV filters is based in their ability to reflect UV radiation. They do not decompose or undergo chemical changes on the surface of the skin, nor are they absorbed into the system. The essential benefit provided by the use of GranLux® products is the ability of these to also protect from UVA radiation. This is a prerequisite for safe sunscreen products – as it has been found that even UVA radiation, which has longer wavelength than UVB radiation, causes skin cancer. 

The UV radiation, which is increasing by the action of ozone depletion in the atmosphere, and the continuously rising number of skin cancer cases present serious challenges to public health everywhere. Oy Granula Ab endeavours, for its part, to respond to these challenges. 

Oy Granula Ab was established in 1997 and has its place of business in Kotka. The company markets its products through a world-wide distributor network. In 2004, the company had a turnover of €1.43M.

Oy Granula Ab Ltd., Rautatienkatu 2, FI-48100 Kotka, Finland

Managing Director Paul Saris

Tel. +358 (0)5 2105200, fax: +358 (0)5 2105225

paul.saris@granula.com

www.granula.com

NATIONAL INNOFINLAND PRIZE 2005

(INNOFINLAND statuette and honorary diploma)

Leakomatic Ab, Mariehamn

Leak detector

The business concept of Leakomatic Ab is based on a patented invention enabling an easy and economical observation of leaks and flows in pressurised piping systems, such as in industrial piping systems or in water pipes in buildings. 

The company’s vision is to develop and sell the slow-leak detector and thereby to make it a common element in the water distribution systems of buildings in the future. The invention can also be used in tailor-made leak detector solutions in the industrial field, for example. At the moment, the company is canvassing the market and, in 2006, it will begin to sell its product on the Finnish, Swedish and Norwegian market. 

The intelligent slow-leak detector measures, warns and, if necessary, shuts off the water both when it comes to hidden drop leaks and undesired flows. The invention is very accurate and indicates leaks at an early stage. The product is controlled with a simple control panel similar to that of a normal alarm system. 

The leak detector for households is serially produced in Åland. Up to now, the detector has mainly been sold in strategic co-operation with an insurance company in Åland. Leakomatic has had good experiences from the installations. They are easily carried out and have in many cases reduced water consumption since the hidden leak is indicated and has been taken care of. 

Leaks in water distribution systems are an enormous problem. Each year, more than 250,000 water damages are registered in buildings in the Nordic Countries. It costs over 700 million euros to solve these problems. In addition to high repair costs, they also cause inconveniences to people in their everyday life. 

Entrepreneur Jaakko Jakobsson founded Leakomatic Ab in the spring of 2003. At present, the company has two employees. 

Leakomatic Ab, Godbyvägen 3 B, AX-221 00  MARIEHAMN, Åland

Product Developer Mattias Sjöstrand

Tel. +358 (0)18 210 21, Fax +358 (0)18 21 02 12
leakomatic@aland.net

www.leakomatic.com
NATIONAL INNOFINLAND PRIZE 2005

(INNOFINLAND statuette and honorary diploma)

SoftColor Oy, Joensuu

Real-time colour correction method for digital photography

SoftColor Oy Ltd has introduced an internationally unique real-time colour correction method, which in digital photography utilises the opportunities provided by modern optics and colour research. 

The basis of the innovation is to merge an exact illumination information, i.e. information about the spectral distribution, with traditional error correction. The result is a technology which exactly, at the moment of taking a photo, observes the surrounding illumination and corrects the quality and colour of a photo taken with a mobile camera phone to the level that can be reached with a high-quality digital camera. 

SoftColor's automatic colour correction technology, which is based on adjustment of illumination, can easily be installed in the actual camera phones. An affordable software, which is downloadable from the Internet, has been developed on the basis of the application for the current requirements in camera phones. Besides, SoftColor offers apparatus manufacturers a sensor to be integrated in future camera phones. 

The application can be used in all kinds of modern apparatuses which process colour in digital form, such as mobile phones, cameras, television cameras, web cameras, video cameras, and in colour calibration processes within the film industry.

A patent is pending for the SoftColor technology, and Tekes and the Foundation for Inventions finance the company. SoftColor Oy Ltd has its premises at Joensuu Science Park. The company cooperates both internationally and locally with other enterprises in the branch. 

SoftColor Oy Ltd, Länsikatu 15, FI-80110 Joensuu

Managing Director Petri Piirainen

Tel. +358 (0)41 466 8923

petri.piirainen@softcolor.fi 

Board Chairman Juha Purmonen

Tel. +358 (0)50 555 9259

juha.purmonen@softcolor.fi

www.softcolor.fi
NATIONAL INNOFINLAND PRIZE 2005

(INNOFINLAND statuette and honorary diploma)

Sparklike Oy, Helsinki

GasGlass – Argon measuring device for insulation glazing

For years, thermal insulation capacity of windows has been improved by filling them with argon gas. It has been nearly impossible to measure the gas level – before GasGlass argon measuring device.

The windows are normally filled with argon because of its good thermal insulation capacity. The difference in thermal resistance between a high and a low-quality window may be as big as several dozen per cent, which means substantial differences in heating costs.

GasGlass is the first measuring device in the world to allow the measuring of the argon gas level inside a window without breaking the glass. The measuring is performed by generating a high-voltage spark in the window and analysing the light emitted by the spark by a spectrometer. The spark is harmless to humans and does not damage the window.

Sparklike Oy was founded on 1 January 2000 by Niklas Törnqvist and Mats Therman. Their main purpose was to commercialise this technology, which the University of Helsinki had patented. The first working GasGlass device was introduced at the end of 2000 at the Glasstech Fair in Germany. The sale of the device began in 2001. Intensive product development has continued by the side of the sales work. This development work resulted in the creation of a small, portable measuring device, GasGlass Handheld.

Up till now, Sparklike has delivered around 300 GasGlass measuring devices to various parts of the world, mainly to IG factories and research institutes. The biggest single market is the USA, followed by Europe. The new portable instrument is expected to substantially increase the sales, as the portability of the device also enables the measuring of already installed windows.
Sparklike Oy, Särkiniementie 5 C 6, FI-00210 Helsinki

Chairman of the Board Niklas Törnkvist

Tel.  +358 (0)9 6923 510

Fax: +358 (0)9 687 36550

niklas.tornkvist@sparklike.com

www.sparklike.com

NATIONAL INNOFINLAND HONOURABLE MENTION 2005

(Honorary diploma)
Globe Hope Oy, Nummela

Fashion by using recyclable materials

Globe Hope Oy is a Finnish fashion company which designs and makes trendy clothes for young pacesetters. Globe Hope creates new with respect for the old; the company is committed to the principles of sustainable development. The idea of Globe Hope developed from a will to create individual clothes without increasing the amount of waste in the world and by utilising materials that have already been processed.

Globe Hope's clothes are made of materials already existing such as old hospital textiles, army wear, work outfit, oddments from the industry, and things that consumers have recycled. With a new design, resewed, dyed, or printed, they get a new life.

The Globe Hope collection is sold in Finland, Japan, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Great Britain, Belgium, Italy, Luxemburg, and Switzerland, for example.

Globe Hope Oy, founded in 2003 on the basis of Ms Seija Lukkala's reflections, has already received many rewards: Länsi-Uudenmaan uusyritys 2003 (New enterprise in Länsi-Uusimaa in 2003), Vuoden Uusyrittäjä 2003 (New entrepreneur of the year, in 2003), a Diploma of the Assosiation for Finnish Work in 2004, and the Vision of the Year Prize by the Green Cultural and Educational Centre in 2005.

Globe Hope Oy, Vihdintie 32, FI-03100 Nummela

Managing Director Seija Lukkala

Tel. +358 (0)9 2242 7029, Fax +358 (0)9 22427051

Seija.lukkala@globehope.com 

www.globehope.com 
NATIONAL INNOFINLAND HONOURABLE MENTION 2005

(Honorary diploma)

Metehe Oy, Joutseno

MTH CONCERTTO – Steel facade system

Patent-protected total solution

Metehe Oy, Joutseno, which specialises in the manufacture of steel sheet products, has developed and patented a new MTH CONCERTTO steel sheet facade system. It combines the best qualities of facade cassettes and profiled sheets. The new system opens a new use for custom-made and high-quality steel sheets as a coating material for inside and outside surfaces and inner roofs of buildings.

The new, widely patented and by design right protected production method enables a variable and vivid division of panels. The panel sizes in different product versions are flexible, and the form can be either square or rectangle. Besides flat facades, MTH CONCERTTO is very suitable also for curved ones.  A patent (Pat. No. 110849) has been granted for the product and the production method in Finland, and a design right in the EU territory (RCD 171152-0001 – RCD 171152-0006). In addition, applications for international patents for the system have been filed in the EU territory, the United States, Canada and Russia.

The MTH CONCERTTO system provides significant gains in construction design and assembly time, as well as in the visual outcome. The number of cut edges in the product has been minimised and there are no even horizontal surfaces that collect dirt. In addition, the compact and continuous structure provides excellent soundproofing. The product can be fastened to steel studding or wooden frame. MTH CONCERTTO can be installed both vertically and horizontally, and by combining different colours, building-specific goals can be achieved. The products are designed, dimensioned and produced individually for each project.

Metehe Oy was established in 1998 and it specialises in the import, further processing and sale and marketing of steel sheets. Besides the patented facade system, the company makes a comprehensive range of high-quality roof and wall profiles and their spin-offs as well as delivers steel sheets in different forms for the industry using steel sheet products. Metehe Oy:s strategic plan is to develop its own production and products and to market them directly to clients for use in their applications. The company employs 17 persons and more than half of the turnover comes from exports. The new, widely patented MTH CONCERTTO sheet steel facade system gives rise to highly positive views for expanding the company’s operations to new international markets.

Metehe Oy, Voimakaari 17, FI-54100 Joutseno

Managing Director Seppo Jääskeläinen

Marketing Manager Janne Strömberg

Tel. +358 (0)40 845 0142, janne.stromberg@metehe.fi

Tel. +358 (0)5 610 1200, fax +358 (0)5 610 1230

www.metehe.fi,  myynti@metehe.fi

NATIONAL INNOFINLAND HONOURABLE MENTION 2005

(Honorary diploma)
Timoteos Oy, Pori

Standing frame 'Sopiva'

Timoteos Oy has introduced a standing frame under trade name 'Sopiva' for disabled children. One frame can be adjusted for a child from around 1.5 years up to 12 years of age and it can, with simple switching, be used both in supine and in prone standing. Managing Director Timo Lehtinen has developed the product from the point of view of the users' needs, on the one hand, and on the basis of the response from both professionals working with children and children's parents, on the other. The material is birch plywood, which gives the product a cosy appearance; this is important as the equipment is mostly used in the children's homes. Besides, birch plywood is a very durable, elastic, and environmentally friendly material. The equipment's functionality, easy use, and pleasant exterior are the key factors considered in the design. 

The use of the frame 'Sopiva' for supine standing has shown very good results with children whose muscular control is reduced. Standing is used to prevent myatrophy in the lower extremities and to stress the joints, in order to maintain joint mobility and to prevent malpositions. Standing also has a good effect on the internal and respiratory organs. With the frame 'Sopiva' it is always easy to find an optimum standing position thanks to the various stepless adjustments. 

Timoteos Oy was established in 1996. The enterprise specialises in the design and manufacture of standing, moving, and sitting equipment for disabled children. Timoteos started its export trade in 2000, and today the equipment is sold in ten countries in Europe. Export to other European countries, Australia, and New Zealand is under negotiation. 

Timoteos Oy, Palorannantie 40, FI-28660 Pori

Managing Director Timo Lehtinen

Tel. +358 (0)2 637 8909, Fax +358 (0)2 637 8908

timoteos@timoteos.fi 

www.timoteos.fi

